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LOWE’S SENIOR CLASS AWARD ANNOUNCES ADDITION OF NCAA® 
FOOTBALL TO GROWING PROGRAM HONORING NCAA SENIOR  

STUDENT-ATHLETES 
 

 
(Kansas City, MO) – Football has long been a staple of college athletics and it will now be 
added to the roster of sports for the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award beginning with the upcoming 
2008-09 season.  The award, presented annually to the outstanding NCAA Division I senior 
student-athlete in select intercollegiate sports, celebrates both on-field and off-field 
achievements.   
 
To be eligible for the football award, a student-athlete must be classified as an NCAA Football 
Division I Senior (in the Football Bowl Subdivision only) and have notable achievements in four 
areas of excellence:  Classroom, Character, Community, and Competition.   
 
An acronym for Celebrating Loyalty and Achievement for Staying in School, the Lowe’s Senior 
CLASS Award has become a prestigious award within collegiate athletics because it focuses on 
the total student-athlete and encourages those leaders to use their platform in athletics to make 
an impact on their circle of influence. 
 
“Lowe’s is excited to expand the Senior CLASS Award to include the sport of football,” said Tom 
Lamb, Vice President of Marketing at Lowe’s.  “With the popularity and attention given to NCAA 
Football, the award will rightly put the national spotlight on student-athletes who are active in 
their community, display exceptional character, and excel both on the field and in the 
classroom.” 
 
Sportscaster Dick Enberg, Honorary Chairman of the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award, first 
conceived the idea of an award for seniors in 2001 in response to the growing trend of men’s 
basketball players leaving school early for the NBA. The award was launched to honor senior 
student-athletes for playing through their entire collegiate athletic eligibility and pursuing a 
degree.   
 
Lowe’s, an official Corporate Partner of the NCAA and NCAA Football, expanded the award 
program in 2007 to include NCAA Division I men’s and women’s soccer, men’s ice hockey, 
men’s lacrosse, baseball, and softball in addition to men and women’s basketball.  With the 
addition of football this year, the number of sports encompassed by the nation’s premier award 
for seniors rises to nine. 

– more – 



 
 
“The Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award strives to emphasize the success stories in college sports,” 
Lamb said.  “There are many senior athletes who are competing on the field and in the 
classroom while upholding high character standards and maintaining an active role in their 
community.  These individuals deserve to make headlines.” 
 
An initial list of 30 candidates for the football division of the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award will be 
announced in September.  Following the announcement, the award’s selection committee will 
narrow the field to ten finalists midway through the regular season with each name then listed 
on the official ballot.  The ballots will be distributed through a nationwide voting system to media, 
coaches and fans, who will select the candidate that best exemplifies excellence in the 
classroom, in their character, in their community, and in competition.   
 
The overall winner of the inaugural Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award for football will be presented 
with the coveted trophy during a 2008-09 post-season college football event.    
 
The Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award is sanctioned by the NCAA, promoted by CBS Sports and 
managed by Premier Sports Management. 
. 
 

# # # # 
 
 
ABOUT THE AWARD 
An acronym for Celebrating Loyalty and Achievement for Staying in School, the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award honors the 
attributes of senior student-athletes in four areas: classroom, community, character and competition.  The award program is 
designed exclusively for college seniors who are utilizing their complete athletic eligibility, remaining committed to their university 
and pursuing the many rewards that a senior season can bring.  For more information, visit www.seniorclassaward.com. 
 
ABOUT LOWE’S 
With fiscal year 2007 sales of $48.3 billion, Lowe’s Companies, Inc. is a FORTUNE® 50 company that serves approximately 14 
million customers a week at more than 1,525 home improvement stores in the United States and Canada. Founded in 1946 and 
based in Mooresville, N.C., Lowe’s is the second-largest home improvement retailer in the world. For more information, visit 
www.Lowes.com. 
 
ABOUT THE NCAA 
The NCAA is a membership-led nonprofit association of colleges and universities committed to supporting academic and athletic 
opportunities for more than 380,000 student-athletes at more than 1,000 member colleges and universities. Each year, more 
than 54,000 student-athletes compete in NCAA championships in Divisions I, II and III sports. Visit www.ncaa.org and 
www.ncaa.com for more details about the Association. 
 
About NCAA Football 
NCAA Football USA, Inc. is a coalition of the American Football Coaches Association, the Conference Commissioners 
Association, the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics and the National Collegiate Athletics Association and 
serves to improve, promote and protect college football for those who play, coach, support and dream of playing the game.  IMG 
has served as NCAA Football's managing partner since its inception. 
 
 
MEDIA CONTACT 
Melynda Stein 
Premier Sports Management - Lowe's Senior CLASS Award 
7450 West 130th Street; Suite 360 
Overland Park, KS  66213 
Phone:  913-681-6990 x17 
Fax:  913-681-8864 
Email: mstein@premiersportsonline.com or general_info@seniorclassaward.com 
http://www.premiersportsonline.com 
http://www.seniorclassaward.com 


