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The Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award Announces the Addition of Women'’s
Volleyball as the 10th NCAA® Division | Sport in the Prestigious Program

December 18, 2009 (Tampa, FL) — Student-athletes participating in NCAA® Division | women'’s volleyball will
be recognized as part of the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award program beginning with the 2010 season.

An acronym for Celebrating Loyalty and Achievement for Staying in School™, the Lowe’s Senior CLASS
Award focuses on the total student-athlete and encourages students to use their platform in athletics to make
a positive impact as leaders in their communities. The award identifies personal qualities that define a
complete student-athlete, with criteria including excellence in the classroom, outstanding character and
community service in addition to competition on the field.

“We are excited that women’s volleyball will be added to the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award program, especially as
this is the program’s 10" anniversary season,” said NCAA senior vice president for championships Joni
Comstock. “Women’s volleyball is one of the fastest-growing and most popular sports at the youth and collegiate
levels. The Lowe’s Senior CLASS program recognizes the best senior student-athletes in a variety of sports for
their academic, athletic and community achievements, in addition to their strong character. Adding volleyball
student-athletes is a natural fit for this outstanding program.”

The award program is designed exclusively for college seniors who are utilizing their complete athletic eligibility,
remaining committed to their university and pursuing the many rewards that a senior season can bring.
Sportscaster Dick Enberg, honorary chair of the Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award, first conceived the idea of an
award for seniors in 2001 in response to the growing trend of men’s basketball players leaving school early for the
NBA. The award program has expanded over the years to include football (bowl subdivision), men’s and women’s
soccer, men’s ice hockey, men’s lacrosse, baseball and softball in addition to men’s and women’s basketball. The
award is sponsored by Lowe’s, an official Corporate Partner of the NCAA, and managed by Premier Sports
Management.

“We are thrilled that volleyball student-athletes will be recognized for their accomplishments in all facets of their
collegiate careers,” said Kathy DeBoer, executive director of the American Volleyball Coaches Association.
“Besides being fantastic athletes and competitors, our student-athletes are extremely active in their communities
and have always been high achievers in the classroom.”

The award winner is chosen by a nationwide vote of Division | coaches, national media and fans. The award
presentation is made by Lowe’s typically in conjunction with the championship for each sport. For more
information, visit www.seniorCLASSaward.com.




ABOUT LOWE’S

With fiscal year 2008 sales of $48.2 billion, Lowe’s Companies, Inc. is a FORTUNE® 50 company that serves
approximately 14 million customers a week at more than 1,675 home improvement stores in the United States
and Canada. Founded in 1946 and based in Mooresville, N.C., Lowe’s is the second-largest home
improvement retailer in the world. For more information, visit Lowes.com.

ABOUT THE NCAA

The NCAA is a membership-led nonprofit association of colleges and universities committed to supporting
academic and athletics opportunities for more than 400,000 student-athletes at more than 1,000 member
colleges and universities. Each year, more than 54,000 student-athletes compete in NCAA championships in
Divisions I, Il and Il sports. Visit www.NCAA.org and www.NCAA.com for more details about the Association,
its goals and members and corporate partnerships that help support programs for student-athletes.
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